NICHOLAS HAWKSMOOR
PRIMARY SCHOOL

The Hawksmoor Learning Trust
Dear Parents

YEAR 3 CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER — Spring Term

Welcome back! We hope that you had a wonderful Christmas and wish you all a very happy 2026! Last term your
children made a great start to Year 3, and we are now looking forward to an exciting term ahead. You will hopefully have
had the opportunity to meet with your child’s new teachers at the parents’ evenings held in the Autumn term, but as
always, if any issues arise, please do not hesitate to contact the office to arrange an appointment.

English

Throughout the first half of this term the children will be working on their story writing skills with a sharp focus on the
craft and construction of sentences, using the short, animated film — The Blue Umbrella. Later in the term we will learn
how to create a non-fiction piece of writing using the text ‘The Street Beneath our Feet’ as a writing tool. Also, we will
be continuing to develop reading comprehension skills as well as handwriting and spelling.

Maths

At the start of term, we shall continue with multiplication and division, multiplying and dividing 2-digit numbers by 1-digit
numbers. The children will then learn about length, perimeter and fractions. In each area that we cover in Maths, the
children will be encouraged to apply their mathematical knowledge to solve problems and develop their reasoning skills.

Science

This term, as part of our ‘Animals, including humans’ unit of work, the children will be learning about the diets of both
animals and humans. They will also learn about the functions of the skeleton and how our joints and muscles help us to
move.

Humanities

In History the children will be learning about the Romans. They will learn about the Roman Empire and the Romanisation
of Britain. Later in the term, in Geography, the children will be learning about Rivers, including the water cycle and this
will include our exciting Everdon trip.

Religion & Worldviews

In R.E. the children will learn about special dates and particularly, Diwali as a festival of celebration within Hindu
Dharma. After half term we will study why Jesus is a special person to some people — with regard to who he claimed
to be, what his mission was, what he had to teach people and how these teachings have changed the world.

Computing
This term the children will be developing their programming skills using MIT’s free software ‘Scratch’. They will be

learning their way around the user interface and controls, understanding sequencing and building their skills. They will
also be understanding the value and importance of making and using algorithms effectively by coding some electronic
music.

Music

This term, the learning is focused around one song: Three Little Birds and many of its covers. The material presents an
integrated approach to music where games, elements of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc.), singing and playing
instruments are all linked. As well as learning to sing, play, improvise and compose with this song, children will listen
and appraise other Reggae songs.

Art

Year 3 will be looking at the work of artist Vincent van Gogh, focusing on his paintings and distinctive brushwork style.
They will explore how he used colour, line and texture to express movement and emotion. Using this inspiration, children
will create their own paintings based on van Gogh’s work, experimenting with brush techniques and paint to develop
their own expressive artworks.



Health & Wellbeing

This term there will be a focus on Keeping Safe. The children shall learn about the importance of managing their own
risks, medicines and staying safe online. After half term we will be focusing on Rights and Respect which includes the
importance of taking ownership for keeping themselves safe and healthy.

PE

This half term the children will be doing PE inside on a Friday and going swimming on a Tuesday. The children’s PE
lessons will focus on gymnastics. Long hair must be tied back and all jewellery must be removed for PE and swimming
lessons.

French

In French this term, we will be learning how to respond to simple classroom instructions and learn how to talk about
classroom objects.

Key Dates

Please refer to the website via the following link: https:/www.nicholashawksmooracademy.com/events/

Homework

Optional project: to be brought into school for the week commencing: 13 April 2026:
either based on our History topic on Romans or our Geography topic on Rivers.

TTRockstars: We would like to see them using this daily. This helps with their recall and speed of answering times
table related questions. They should currently be confident with 2, 5 and 10 times tables and should be becoming fluent
in 3, 4 and 8 times tables.

Weekly Reading: (Reading records will be collected in every Friday).

Please encourage your to child read as much as possible and record this in their records. We are encouraging the
children to read daily-either independently or with an adult. We are encouraging the children to enter their thoughts
about what they have read rather than just recording the pages read. If they fill in their reading record each day we will
give them a merit on Fridays.

Spelling Logs: Every Friday, the children will bring a home a list of spellings to be learnt ready for a test the following
Friday in school. The spellings will be put into their reading record each week.

Water Bottles and Snack: Please can we ask that each child brings a named water bottle into school each day and a
small, healthy snack for playtime if required. Crisps and chocolate will not be permitted for morning snacks as part
of our healthy schools initiative.

Our Golden Rules: Be Ready, Be Respectful, Be Safe

Our Y3 Pledges

Local community — We will make and deliver cards throughout the year to brighten the day of others.
School community — We will design playground games and encourage others to join in.

New learning — We will learn how to greet people in different languages

With best wishes,

The Year 3 Team

Balmoral Close

Towcester

Northants NN12 6JA

t 01327 351466

e enquiries @nhps.thlt.academy
www.nicholashawksmooracademy.com
Headteacher — Joseph Fulford

An Academy of Academic,
Artistic and Athletic Excellence
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