
 
 

Autumn Term 

Year Two Newsletter 
 Dear Parents, 

Welcome to Year 2! 

We hope that you had a restful and enjoyable summer. Your 

children have made such a positive start to the year and we are 

looking forward to a successful and fun year together.  

You will have an opportunity to meet with your child’s new 
teachers at the parents’ evenings but if any issues arise in the 
meantime, please do not hesitate to contact us to arrange an 

appointment. 

Subject Overviews 

English:  The children will begin this term’s work by learning 
how to write a diary entry with a focus on the text “The Great 
Fire of London” by Emma Adams and James Weston Lewis. 
This links with the History topic this term   They will learn about 
the craft and construction of sentences and how to use a wide 
range of vocabulary to become creative, independent writers.  
After half term, they will focus on a book called “Meerkat 
Christmas” by Emily Gravett, continuing to construct 
sentences building on what they have previously learnt and 
understand how to use punctuation correctly.  They will also 
have weekly reading comprehension lessons and begin to 
learn how to answer written question by retrieving information 
from a range of texts.   In addition to this the children will 
discuss different texts using daily Book Talk sessions based 
on their class story.  
 
Maths: The children will build on the Maths concepts that they 
have learnt in Year 1. During the Autumn term the focus will 
be on Place Value of numbers to 100 and then moving on to 
Addition and Subtraction. The children will have the 
opportunity to apply these skills to solve problems and 
develop their reasoning skills.  From Years 2 to 6, we use the 
Power Maths Scheme and as part of this, the children will 
learn about the Power Maths characters with the aim to 
encourage perseverance, flexibility and curiosity when 
solving Maths problems. The children will also have access to 
iPads to develop Maths fluency using White Rose Maths, 
Numbots and Times Table Rockstars. 

Computing:  This term the children will covering the subject 
of ‘IT around us’. This is a broad sweep to begin with and they 
will be looking at computing systems and networks, 
algorithms, digital photography and music, pictograms and 
programming quizzes. 

DT: This term DT will be linked to our History topic of “The 
Great Fire of London” and one of our Science topics “Uses of 
Everyday Materials”.  The children will be designing and 
making Tudor Houses and a new bakery. They will also 
develop their cooking skills by baking bread. 

 

 

Meet the Team 

Teachers 

Mrs S Doak/Mrs F Taylor 

Mrs J Rowe 

2SD 

Ms C Read 

2CR 

 

Support Staff 

Mrs L Reynolds 

Miss H Edser 

Mrs L Bond 

 

Key Dates 

19th September 

Teacher Led Clubs Start 

3rd October 

Warrior Challenge 

 

5th October 

Harvest Festival 

 

11th October 

Tempus Fugit Theatre present 

Samuel Pepys, Great Fire of 

London 

 

1st – 2nd November 

Parents’ Meetings 

2nd - 3rd November 

Individual School Photographs 

18th November 

Children in Need 

 

21st – 25th November 

Scholastic Book Fair 

 

6th December 

Christmas Service 

 

8th December 

Christmas performance 

 

16th December 

Last Day of Term 
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Key Information 

Toys are not permitted at 
school: Please could we ask that 
you do not allow your child to bring 
toys into school. If they do make 
their way into the classroom, they 
will be placed back into their bags 
until home time. 

Book Bags: Please ensure that 
your child has their book bag in 
school each day so that we can 
provide them with reading books 
and a reading journal for you to fill 
out at home.  

Water Bottles and Snack: Please 
can we ask that each child brings 
named water bottle into school 
every day.  Daily fruit is provided 
but you could provide your child 
with a small, healthy snack for 
playtime.  Crisps and chocolate 
will not be allowed for snacks. 
 

Toilet breaks: Please make sure 

that your child has been to the 

toilet before they come into school.  

We would appreciate if you could 

remind your child that break time 

and lunchtime is when they should 

go to the toilet.  We understand 

that there will be times that they 

need to go during lessons but we 

want to avoid them missing their 

learning as much as possible. 

 

Our Golden Rules 

Be Ready  
Be Respectful  

Be Safe 
 

 

Science: In Science the children will be discussing 
different materials and thinking about their properties, 
where they come from and how they are used.  In addition 
to identifying a range of materials, they will also compare 
the suitability of everyday materials for different purposes. 
They will investigate how we can change certain materials 
and determine which materials are natural and which 
materials have to be manufactured. 

During Autumn 2 the children will focus on living things and 
their habitats.  They will explore and compare the 
differences between things that are living, dead, and 
things that have never been alive. They will learn how to 
identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their 
habitats, including microhabitats; and describe how 
animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, 
using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and 
name different sources of food. 

Humanities:  In History we will be learning about The 
Great Fire of London. We have an online workshop with 
the National Archives to learn how we can use evidence 
from the past to understand significant historical events.  
We will also have a visit from Samuel Pepys, the Diarist 
during the Great Fire of London, who buried his cheese 
and wine in his garden!   

In Geography lessons we will be studying maps and 
atlases and will be learning about Capital Cities, the 7 
Continents and 5 Oceans.  

Music: In Music lessons, the children will be extending 

and using their musical vocabulary (e.g. pitch, rhythm, 

tempo, dynamics).  They will play, compose and improvise 

on glockenspiels. They will be singing new and familiar 

songs in preparation for Harvest and Christmas.  

RE: In RE  we will be learning about people in Christianity 
and will be learning about the Christmas story and will 
discuss the true meaning of this time of year. 

PSHE: We will begin the Autumn Term in PSHE by looking 
at the Golden Rules and the importance of everyone 
working together as a team. The children will learn about 
the “Power of YET” which focuses on the mind-set of the 
children to understand that they should not give up when 
faced with challenge. We will be discussing ways to stay 
safe, if it is ok to keep secrets and provide the children with 
a firm understanding of bullying and teasing.  Additionally, 
we will be completing a lesson on respecting privacy.   

PE: PE will be every Thursday and Friday and PE kit will 
be sent home every week for washing.  We will be having 
as many lessons as possible outside so please provide 
warm black leggings or jogging bottoms (no logos) along 
with black shorts, white t-shirt and suitable outdoor sports 
footwear.  Long hair needs to be tied back and earrings 
must not be worn.  


